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veto this bill and why many of us 
would vote to sustain that bill, about 
our concern that it is called a program 
for the near-poor or the working-poor 
uninsured children, and it turns out 
it’s not for the near-poor or working- 
poor uninsured children. 

As we’ve demonstrated in this discus-
sion tonight, it covers people who 
make up to $60,000 and in some cases 
$80,000 and more a year. It’s not for the 
uninsured because the original study 
shows 61 percent of those who became 
eligible already had private insurance, 
and under the new bill, one out of 
every two who become eligible will 
have already had private insurance, 
and they’ll drop that insurance. And 
when they do, the cost of the private 
insurance for everybody else, everyone 
else who has a child in that private in-
surance, will go up. 

It turns out so it’s not for the poor or 
the near-poor or the working poor. It’s 
not for the uninsured, because we dis-
cover it makes millions, 2 million by 
the latest estimate, children who are 
already privately insured eligible to go 
on this program. Then you think, well, 
the children’s health care bill has to be 
for children and you discover, shock of 
all shock, the children’s health care 
program isn’t for children; it’s for 
adults. 

I thank the gentleman. I think the 22 
million new smokers is a stunning fact. 
I’m sorry we haven’t been able to offer 
amendments on the floor. I’m glad this 
debate gives us a chance to explain to 
the American people what’s going on, 
and that there’s more to this bill than 
just the title, and it’s important to pay 
attention to these details. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 2262, HARDROCK MINING 
AND RECLAMATION ACT OF 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida (during 
Special Order of Mr. SHADEGG), from 
the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 110–416) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 780) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 2262) 
to modify the requirements applicable 
to locatable minerals on public domain 
lands, consistent with the principles of 
self-initiation of mining claims, and 
for other purposes, which was referred 
to the House Calendar and ordered to 
be printed. 
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REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO-
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 3920, TRADE AND 
GLOBALIZATION ASSISTANCE 
ACT OF 2007 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida (during 
Special Order of Mr. SHADEGG), from 
the Committee on Rules, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 110–417) on 
the resolution (H. Res. 781) providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 3920) 
to amend the Trade Act of 1974 to reau-
thorize trade adjustment assistance, to 
extend trade adjustment assistance to 

service workers and firms, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 
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BLUE DOG COALITION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Ar-
kansas (Mr. ROSS) is recognized for 60 
minutes as the designee of the major-
ity leader. 

Mr. ROSS. Mr. Speaker, this evening, 
as most Tuesday evenings, I rise on be-
half of the 47-member-strong, fiscally 
conservative Democratic Blue Dog Co-
alition. 

As I sat here, Mr. Speaker, thinking 
about what I wanted to discuss in this 
next hour with some of my Blue Dog 
colleagues, I couldn’t help but listen to 
some of the rhetoric that we’ve heard 
over the past hour. You know, for 6 
years, for 6 years the Republicans con-
trolled the White House, the House and 
the Senate. And what did they give us? 
They gave us tax cut after tax cut for 
folks earning over $400,000 a year. 

And this new Democratic majority, 
what has the Democrats given you? We 
are giving you health care for children 
of working parents. Let me repeat 
that. This is health care for the chil-
dren of working parents. This is not for 
children whose parents are on welfare. 
They’re already covered under a pro-
gram known as Medicaid, which is 
health insurance for the poor, the dis-
abled and the elderly. 

Some 10 million children in America 
will go to bed tonight without health 
insurance, without the ability to go to 
the doctor when they get sick. And who 
are they? They’re the children of par-
ents who are trying to do the right 
thing and stay off welfare, but they’re 
working the jobs with no benefits. 

While the Republicans were hiding 
earmarks, the Democrats in this new 
majority have been passing legislation 
that says if you’re a Member of Con-
gress and if you break the law, you lose 
your pension, period. And while the Re-
publicans have been on an agenda that 
benefits those earning over $400,000 a 
year, the Democrats in this new major-
ity have raised the Federal minimum 
wage for the first time in 10 years. 

If we’re serious about moving people 
from welfare to work, we’ve got to pay 
them more than $10,712 a year, which is 
what the previous minimum wage rep-
resented if you worked 40 hours a week, 
52 weeks a year, never get sick, and 
never take a single day off for vaca-
tion. 

Now, they said that the Democrats 
are wanting to provide health insur-
ance for children of working parents. 
We plead guilty to that, and after all, 
if the working families have been bene-
fiting from some of these tax cuts that 
primarily benefited those earning over 
$400,000 a year for the past 6 years, our 
working families might not need the 
help, but they do because under the 
past 6 years of a Republican White 

House, House and Senate, quite frank-
ly, they haven’t got it. 

It’s time, Mr. Speaker, to tone down 
the political rhetoric and look at the 
facts, and as a member of the Blue Dog 
Coalition, I can tell you what we’re all 
about. We’re about fiscal discipline and 
accountability. We’re about putting an 
end to the partisan bickering. We don’t 
care if it’s a Democrat or Republican 
idea. We ask ourselves, is it a common-
sense idea and does it make sense for 
the people that send us here to be their 
voice? 

Today, the U.S. national debt is 
$9,063,547,746,613. If you divide that 
enormous number by every man, 
woman and child in America, including 
the children being born today, every 
one of us, our share of the national 
debt, $29,888. That’s what those of us in 
the Blue Dog Coalition refer to as the 
debt tax, D-E-B-T, which is one tax 
that cannot be cut, cannot go away 
until we get our Nation’s fiscal house 
in order. 

Tonight, we’re going to be talking 
about the debt, the deficit, and as 
members of the fiscally conservative 
Democratic Blue Dog Coalition, we’re 
going to be talking about ways to put 
an end to this reckless spending. 

If you ask 100 people on the street 
what they think about this Iraq war 
policy, you will get about 100 different 
answers, but one of the things that 
unites us as Blue Dogs is we believe 
that the money that this administra-
tion asks for for Iraq should be ac-
counted for. We believe that if this 
President is going to continue to 
spend, and this is year 5, if this Presi-
dent is going to continue to spend $16 
million an hour, $16 million every 60 
minutes going to Iraq, and if this 
President’s going to continue down 
that path, then we believe we’re not 
here tonight to debate the merits of $16 
million an hour going to Iraq, but 
we’re here tonight to hold this admin-
istration accountable for how that 
money is being spent and to ensure 
that it’s being spent not on projects for 
Iraq but providing the protection and 
the state-of-the-art equipment that our 
brave and honorable men and women in 
uniform not only need but deserve. 

This war has affected all of us. My 
first cousin was in Iraq when his wife 
gave birth to their first child. He’s now 
back for a second time, and he will be 
there when she gives birth to their 
third child. My family’s not any dif-
ferent from many families across 
America. 

Many families have made the sac-
rifice, some of them the ultimate sac-
rifice, in support of their loved ones 
who have gone and simply done what 
they’ve been asked to do. And Mr. 
Speaker, if we’re going to send our men 
and women in uniform to Iraq, we need 
to make sure some of this money is 
being spent on them, and we need to 
make sure that we’re taking care of 
them. 

At this time, one of the things that 
the Blue Dog Coalition has done is 
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